OPENING THE JFK FILE | 


N ever satisfied with die official expla- 
nation of the assassination of John 
F. Kennedy, those with a well-honed 
sense of conspiracy have sifted the 
a\ailable evidence for years' This 
week, assassination buffs will have a 
new motherlode to mine when the FBI 
releases the first half of its 80.000-page 
file on the death of Kennedy. 

Newsweek has examined 600 pages 
in the file and nothing in them upsets 
the basic finding of the Warren Com- 
mission — that Lee Haney Oswald act- 
ed alone in killing Kennedy. What is 
revealed — in memos, cables and re- . 
ports — is largely favorable to the FBI. 
The new material indicates that the 
FBI checked out even lead, regardless 
of how improbable it seemed. And con- 
trary -to popular criticism, the docu- 
ments also suggest that the late J. Edgar 
Hoover did not casually dismiss the 
possibility of a conspiracy. 

But the new information does create 
some new loose ends. According to the 
documents, FBI agents traced the bul- 
lets that killed Kennedy — 6.5 mm 
Mannlieher-Carcano shells — to the 
Western Cartridge Corp. of East' Alton, 
111. They found that the company had 
manufactured 4 million roundsjof the 


same type of ammunition for the Ma- 
rine Corps in 1954. In a memo dated 
Dec. 2, 1963. one agent wrote: "The 
interesting thing about this order is that 
it is for ammunition which does not fit 
and cannot he fired in any of the USMC 
weapons. This gives rise to the obvious 
speculation that it is a contract for am- 
munition placed by CIA with Western . 
under a USMC cover for concealment 
purposes." i i 

Bullets: The papers do not resolve the 
agent’s speculation. The most sinister 
possibility is that Oswald was given the 
ammunition by the CIA. But there are 
two less sinister possibilities: (1) the 
bullets were destined for a covert CIA 
operation overseas, but ended up in the 
U.S. where Oswald purchased them, or 
(2) the bullets came from a different 
batch of ammunition manufactured in 
another year. At any rate, the CIA de- 
nied last week that it ever placed such a 
contract. 

Other documents delve into the 
question of whether Oswald was part of 
a conspiracy with a man named Alek 
Hidell. According to all official ac- 
counts there was no such man: Oswald 
only used the name to purchase the 
rifle that killed Kennedy from a mail-^ 
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Oswald, Mannlicher: More questions 

order house in Chicago. This version is 
supported by the fact that Oswald car- 
ried a draft card bearing Hidell’s name. 

Until now, it has been widely accept- 
ed that Dallas authorities waited 24 
hours to reveal the existence of Os- 
wald’s fake Hidell draft card. To some, 
the delay suggested that the authorities 
planted the card on Oswald to link him 
to the assassin's rifle — and thus cover 
up the existence of H idell. But the new 
documents reveal that only minutes 
after Oswald was confined to the Dallas 
police headquarters, the San Antonio 
bureau of the FBI got an "urgent" mes- 
sage from a local Army intelligence 
officer named Lt. Col. Robert E. Jones. 


It said that "Oswald was carrying a 
selective service card having the name 
of Alek Hidell." The message was im- 
mediately passed along to Hoover in 
Washington and to FBI colleagues in 
Dallas. 

Close Watch: How did Jones acquire 
the information? In one part of his mes- 
sage to the FBI, he says he was listen- 
ing to "news broadcasts," but it is not at 
all clear if that's where he learned 
about the draft card. Had some report- 
er’s scoop gone unnoticed in the tumult 
of the day? Was Army intelligence 
aware of a conspiracy? Or did Jones 
simply have a contact in the Dallas 
Police Department? 

The new material also shows that the 
FBI kept close watch on Oswald for 
years, but lost track of him for several 
weeks in September and October of 
1963. He had moved with his wife 
Marina from New Orleans to Dallas, 
and three days before Kennedy was 
killed, the New Orleans office sent a 
routine memo to Washington and Dal- 
las, advising that it was passing the 
responsibility for monitoring Oswald to 
the Dallas office. The memo notes Os- 
wald’s business address: Texas School 
Book Depository, 41 1 Elm Street, Dal- 
las, Texas. It arrived on Nov. 22. 
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